[Results of a prospective study of laparoscopic appendectomy].
Laparoscopic appendicectomy for acute appendicitis is being increasingly criticized, because of the possible complications, the technical effort required and the high costs. The results of the present prospective study performed between May 1992 and March 1994 on 222 appendectomies (110 conventional and 112 laparoscopic) are intended to serve as a tentative guide. The use of endoscopic stapling and cutting devices, as well as the observance of exclusion criteria make laparoscopic appendicectomy a safe operation. It can be employed routinely and shows certain advantages for the patient e.g. fewer disturbances of wound healing and shorter postoperative hospitalization. Although laparoscopic appendicectomy has brought us valuable experience, it is by no means the method of choice and for the time being, it is unlikely to replace conventional appendicectomy.